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McCarran. from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 


the following 


REPORT 


To accompany S. 1998 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill, 
S. 1998). for the relief of J. Hibbs Buckman and A. Ravmond Raff, Jr 
executors of the estate of A. Ravmond Raff, deceased, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, and 
recommends that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to provide for pavment 
of the sum of $2,217.86 to 4. Hibbs Buekman and A. Ravmond Raff, 
Jr., executors under the will of A. Ravmond Raff, deceased, which 
sum shall be in full settlement of all claims of the National Citv Bank 
of New York, N ¥ and Banco da \ladetra, Funchal, \ladeira, and 
their agents, successors, or correspondents against the United States, 
the Indemnity Insurance Co. of North America, as surety on the bond 
of A. Ravmond Raff, deceased, formerly collector of customs at the 
port of Philadelphia, Pa., and the estate of A. Raymond Raff for loss 
caused by the sale on July 17, 1947, of two cases of handkerchiefs 
consigned to the National Citv Bank of New York, which were sold 
as unclaimed merchandise before the expiration of the general-order 
period, as extended. 

STATEMENT 


Two cases of handkerchiefs were imported at Philadelphia, Pa., on 
December 30, 1945, consigned to the National City Bank of New York 
for the account of the Northeast Handkerchief Co. As a timely 
customs entry was not filed, the merchandise was treated as unclaimed 
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and sent to a bonded warehouse in accordance with the provisions of 
section 490, Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1490). After the expiration 
of the l-vear general-order period provided for in section 491 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930, supra, the Ni tional’ C It\ Seals! New York applied 
to the collector of customs at Philadelphia for an extension of such 
period, which application was duly granted and the applicant notified 
according |y 

The fact that the two cases of handkerchiefs had been inadvertently 
included in the sale of unclaimed voods held by the collector’s office 
on July 17, 1947, was discovered on September 23, 1947, when a 
representative of the Philadelphia National Bank, acting on behalf 
of the National Citv Bank of New York, called at the customhouse 
for the purpose of filing the documents necessary to obtain customs 
clearance of the merchandise. “The purchaser of the two cases of 
handkerchiefs was contacted by the collector's office in an effort to 
recover them. One case had been disposed of by the purchaser and 
could not be recovered, while the other case was found intact and was 
returned to the collector upon the condition that the purchase price 
of $2,200 be refunded. Thereafter, on December 29, 1947, the latter 
case was regularly entered for warehousing. 

The value of the case which was sold at public auction and not 
recovered Was $2,767.69, including freight and other foreign charges. 
The gross proceeds of the sale of the case amounted to $2,100 and 
after deducting the e xpenses of sale in the amount of $17.62 together 
with estimated duty in the amount of $1,522.80, the surplus proceeds 
of sale amounted to $559.58. The collector was aathaaas d to refund 
this amount to the Philadelphia National Bank upon submission of 
evidence that 1t was acting as the agent of the consignee and owner 
of the merchandise 

Suit to recover the value of the case was filed on March 7, 1950, 
and judgment in the sum of $2,208.11 with costs was entered in the 
municipal court of Philadelphia against the estate of A. Raymond 
Raff. The judgment was satisfied on April 10, 1950, by payment 
of a total amount of $2,217.86, the amount of the judgment with 
costs - amount set out in the bill represents the total value of 
$2,767.69, less $559.58, the surplus proceeds remaining from the sale, 
plus cout rt costs of $9.75 paid in consideration of the waiving of inter- 
est charges on the principal. 

The Treasury Department states that as Mr. Raff's estate has 
suffered a material financial loss by reason of being required to pay 
the claim caused by the inadvertent sale of this merchandise, and as 
such loss was due to circumstances beyond the collector's direct 
control, the Treasury Department is of the opinion that the estate is 
entitled to relief in the amount specified and recommends that the 
bill be enacted 

This recommendation is concurred in by the Department of Justice 

Attached hereto and made a part of this report is a pertinent letter 
received from the Secretary of the Treasury. 
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